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! neighbourhood of the blue baud of alcohol at 4835. The re- 
jlative brightness of the three bands was estimated thus: Green, 
■ 10; Yellow, 3; Blue, 5. 

; The comet has now decreased considerably in brightness, 
|and its spectrum has become extremely faint. Unfortunately 
mo observations were practicable before April 17, as the Great 
“'Equatoreal was in the workmen’s hands for alterations to 
adapt it to more convenient use with the spectroscope. 

The observations were made by Mr. Christie and Mr. 
Maunder. 

Royal Observatory, Greenwich,, 

1879, May 9. 


Observations of Brorsen’s Comet. By Lord Lindsay. 

1879, April 12, at i2 h 9“ S.M.T., the comet was well seen 
between clouds. It had a raylike tail, which could be traced 
for about 25' from the highly condensed nucleus. The coma 
was obviously elongated at right angles to the direction of the 
tail, its greatest diameter being about 5'. Clouds prevented 
further observations. 

April 16, io h 30 111 S.M.T., tail 10' long, in position S7°‘8 by 
six measures with powers 122 and 229. No structure could be 
detected in the nucleus with powers 229 or 312. 

April 17, i2 h 56“ S.M.T., tail 13' long, in position 5i°‘9 from 
three measures with power 122. 

The spectrum was observed on April 16, May 2 and 3. 

It consisted of three broad bands, the brightest parts of 
which had the following wave-lengths :— 




No. I 


547-6 

5I5-6 

469-6 


2 


3 


Nos. 2 and 3 were sharply bounded on the less refrangible 
side, fading off gradually towards the violet. No, 1 was very 
ill-defined on both sides, and, being without any definite brighter 
part, its wave-length is very uncertain. Observers, Ralph Cope¬ 
land and J. G. Lohse. 

Dunecht, 1879, May 7. 


Observations of Brorsen’s Comet. By J. Tebbutt, Esq. 

On Saturday evening, February 22, at § o’clock, I de¬ 
tected a faint nebulous object close to the position assigned to 
Brorsen’s Comet in the Ephemeris of Dr. Schulze in the Astro- 
nomische Naehrichten, No. 2220. It presented the appearance of 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 





■JVfay 1879. Mr. Bussell , Observations of Brorsen’s Comet. 431 

loo 1 

elliptic nebula, the major axis being nearly coincident with 
parallel of declination. Unfortunately the object, was only 
Risible in the fading twilight for about ten minutes, it having dis¬ 
appeared behind the walls of the new Observatory now in course 
;|]f erection. I saw it again for about an equal interval last 
Evening, and succeeded in obtaining a very imperfect ring com- 
“parison with a star of the 5^ mag. identified as B.A.C. 200 or 
17 Geti. The star crossed the northern side of the ring, while 
the comet, unfortunately, only grazed the exterior southern edge. 
From this rough observation the comet appeared, at 8* 1 2 m 
local mean time, to be about 3 m- 3 east and 11 south of the 
star, I had not time to repeat the observation. During the 
interval between the 22nd and 23rd the comet had moved con¬ 
siderably to the east and north. 

I trust to be able to send some useful observations of this 
body. In the meantime I forward this hurried note, as the 
Torres Straits mail closes to-morrow at Sydney. 

Observatory, Windsor, N. 8 . W., 

1879, Feb. 24. 


Observations of Brorsen’s Comet. By H. C. Russell, Esq. 


By aid of Dr. Schulze’s Ephemeris, Astronomische Nach riel den, 
No. 2220, I found the comet on February 24, but it was cloudy, 
and I could not get a comparison with a star before the clouds 
hid the comet. The 25th was cloudy; but on the 26th I found 
the comet as soon as it was dark enough to see it, 7 h 40“ p.m. 
It was very faint, about 3 seconds (time) in diameter, with a 
little central condensation, but no nucleus. 

The mean of seven comparisons with B.A.O. 248 gave the 
following result 

ll 111 S 

S.M.T. 7 50 

Comet following star I 46'71 

/ It 

Comet south of star 10 5519 Not corrected for refraction, 


h m s 

Position therefore of comet It, A. o 49 57*64 


o / // 

N.P.D. 99 34 45 97 


It has been cloudy every night since until to-night. I saw the 
comet and obtained a comparison with Weisse No. 223, but it 
was very difficult, owing to moonlight. 


h m s 

Star and comet, same R.A. at 8 15 S.M.T. 

/ // 

Comet south of star 5 21 '57 

Sydney Observatory , 

1879, March 6. 
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